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‘mystery. , 
An investigation ‘of the murder élicits the. fol- 
lowing tacts :- A card found inthe "pocket of the 
decéased contained the name of a 
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ment to the Constitution by @ strict party vote. | 


The Senate had previously done so. 


House to-day and lay on the Speaker’s table until 


nearly 8 o’clock, while crowded galleries waited. 


impatiently to see what wonld happen when two 
such irascible natures as BINGHAM and BUTLER 
should each endeavor to make each a separate 
disposition of the bill. 


... Mr, Burier got the floor, and moved to refer. 
‘to the Judiciary Committee, and Mr. BrvicHam 


moved to concur in the Senate amendment. Mr. 
Burige, having an hour’s time, yielded to 
Loean and ©: ©. WasHauRN, who support- 


Merzrrt, of 8. Lawrence, a6 Naval Nfficer.’ Al- 
| though these are not the strongest appointments 


that could: be made, they are conceded to be 
good and true men, and are understood to be en- 


est on the public debt was taken up for 
consideration in the Ways and Means Committee 
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‘which was carefully drawn up, be added to 

Indian Appropnation bill now before the Senate 
as an amendment. The Committee gave the del- 
egation a very full hearing, but took no action. 
Sentiment is divided upon the feasibility of the 
proposition. The majority concede the best 
intentions and the utmost good faith of those 
who propose’ itgbut§ have grave doubts as to 
whether it can be successfully carried out at 
present to the extent proposed. There will also 
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tention, and will be the subject of further dis- 
HEALTH OF EX-PRESIDENT JOHNSON. 
A rumor of the death of Ex-President Jounson 


pose of having it--printed and recommitted. It 
will be further discussed before a conclusion is 


SENATOR HAMILTON. 
Hon. W. T. Hamiuton, Senator elect from 
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“air. Moneas, from the Committee on Military 
fr uobmee Witte oceonth the relief of SAMUEL 
H. RE, Fifty-seventh Veteran Ohio 
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UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT. 
REALTY—T1TLE EXTRAORDINARY—RSCHEATS IX KEN- 
TUOKY. 

Dennis Mulligan ve. John Corbin et al.—This 
is a writ of error to the Court of Appeals of Kentucky. 
and the facts of the case are quite éxizhakdinary, 
About fifty years ago, a free negro, of Lexington, Ky., 
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osition of the Earl of Granville, the Colonial Sec- 
retary, and cede their territorial rights in British 
North America for the sum of £300,000, 

The Pope has invited the of Eu- 
rope to send delegates to the General Council. — 

Mrramon has been captured near Almena. 
He made no resistance, and his followers were 
dispersed. 

No more men than are required to fill up the 


The news from Havana is very exciting. 
Several companies of American fillibusters, well 
erugh/ath sanieged, bel anni « laatiay on 
joined the rebel forces. The advance guard of 


with slight loss, by the insurgents. Officers high 
iu command of the Spanish forces, are known 
to be in sympathy with the rebellion. 


CONGRESS. 
pot leer exposing Wi11aM T. Ham- 


. | any part of the legitimate functions of jour- 
Balism to play the spy, for the edification or 


tharia! 


a » ca of > 
pg pores x 


|e 
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‘| tzifle more correct in their substance. For ex- 


ample, the. second resolution contains 


the indictment of the Spanish Government. | 


‘| The first.of the Cuban wrongs, as specified, 


Joun SHERWOOD and ALGERNON 8. SULLIVAN. 


’ The United States Grand Jury came into 


swain; and JosmrH Munrur, the third mate, all 
of the ship James Foster, Jr. They were taken 
before Commissioner Jowzs, who held them for 
examination to take place today. They were 
taken to jail. 

Ex-Mayor James -Haneze was thrown 
from his carriage on Fifth-avenue, near Forty- 
fifth-street, about 5 P. M. yesterday, and so se- 
riously infured that he could not be removed to 
his residence. He was taken to St. Luke’s Hos- 


hfhit of the business done during the year 1968 
in the Courts of Oyer and Terminer and General 
Sessions, from which it will be seen that 172 per- 
sons were tried during the year for various 
crimes, of whom 6174 were convicted and 9% were 
acquitted. We also publish a comparative table, 
which conveys the startling information that 
there is a large army of criminals who have been 


 atrested by the Police totally unaccounted for 


by the records of the Courts. - 

‘The Stock and Gold Exchanges have decid- 
ed to suspend business to-day, being Good Friday. 
The Produce Exchange resolved to do likewise, 


“and gave formal notice to this effect, but it re- 


considered its action and finally concluded to 

have ite doors thrown open as usual. 

‘Cotton was active and firm yesterday. 
‘were in more request and generally 

stronger in price, Provisions were quiet. Gro- 

ceries fairly active. Petroleum excited and 

higher. Freights dull. 


—_—_—_—_————_—_— 
Secret Pelitical Caucuses. 

'We can perfectly understand Senator 
ConxiLine’s annoyance, first at finding re- 
matks made by himself in secret caucus 
reported at all, and next at finding them re- 
ported incorrectly; and consequently we do 
not at all resent his censure of this journal 
for the share it is charged with having had 
in both offences. We should be very glad if 
it were the custom, and would become the 
rule of the newspaper Press, to abstain from 
making any reports, or attempting to giye 

any account, of what is said and done in 
pa pcaror ceetey We cannot think it 


‘ 


amusement of the curious public; and 
ease Ai'way, Pekan 
be relieved from the necessity of reporting 


any but the public action of public bodies. | 


But it is very clear that the public, which 
be. content with sucha discharge of its 


is “taxation without representation.” But 
this is not correct; for though Cuba was 
unrepresented during the Bourbon régime, it 
is entitled to full representation in the Cor- 
tea under the present Liberal Government. 
The next of the Cuban wrongs specified is 
the “forced maintenance of Slavery;” 
but this is hardly © correct, for 
the Liberal Government at Madrid 
has already provided for the gradual abolition 
of slavery, and all blacks born in the island 
since November last are free. The third 
‘wrong specified is the “ exclusion of native 
Cubans from the public service,” which was 
@ true charge while the Bourbons were in 
power, butis untrue under SxRRANO’s ad- 
ministration.. The fourth and last special 
charge is “ denial of the right to bear arms.” 
But Cuba has been in revolt ever since the 
Liberal Government came into power, and 
under these circumstances, it could not be 
expected that the population would be au- 
thorized to arm themselves. s 
Cuba has had wrongs enough, certainly, 
and no American can desire the success of 
the Spanish power against the Republican 
and Abolitionist revolutionists; but it is un- 
fair to charge the present Liberal Govers- 
ment st Madrid, which but lately overthrew 
the Bourbon depotism, with the crimes com- 
mitted by that despotism. The very hour 
the Liberals achieved success in Spain, they 
set about the work of conferring upon Cuba 
the rights which they had conquered for 
themselves. It is. but just to bear these 
things in mind, even while, we sympathize 
with every struggle against European domi- 
nation on any part of American soil. 


pt 

The Lamentations ef Senater Sprague. 

Senator Spracus seems bilfous. He has 
been attacked, moreover, of late with a re- 
markable fur, which, it is to be hoped, will 
relieve his mind of a good deal of the peril- 
ous stuff which seems to have troubled him, 
and enable him to take rather more cheerful 
views of political and social affairs in this 
country than disturb his vision just now. 
He has made several speeches of late of « 


good deal,—had given ® good deal in char- 
state of things, but does not find his success 


encouraging. The political condition of the 


country grows worse rather than better. 
Peace does not. prevail at the South; pros- 
perity does not prevail anywhere. There is 
no content among the people. Justice does 
not prevail in the land. There is no protec- 
tion for life or freedom with us. Immigration 
is falling off, and will continue to fall off 
because labor does not bring ite fair reward. 
The legislation of the country is so shaped 
asto make the rich richerand the poor 
poorer. In the struggle for wealth virtue 
is lost, and Mr. Spmacuz ventured to say 
that “there was less virtue and morality in 
American society to-day than in any other 
Civilized society on the face of the earth.” 
The country is on the brink of a precipice, 
and Mr. Spraauz has ef late come to doubt 
whether General Grant’s election would 
suffice to save it. 

Now, it is very bold and very commendable 
in Mr, SPRAGUE to say these things, if he be- 


in the duties —and no newspaper which restricts | 





its publication of news within such limits. 
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brought into active use, as this, there can be 
no excuse for despair and no good reason for 
despondent inaction. 
re 
The New-York Offices. 

The list of new officers for this port is 
now very nearly complete, and it is one 
which will command ‘respect and spproval 
by the character of the men who have been 


appointed. The list stands: 
Collector, M. H. GRINNELL; Naval. Officer, Gen 
¢ral Mznerrr; Surveyor, 4. B. CORNELL; Marshal, 


Two of these are military, and two civil ap- 
pointments. The record of Generals Mzr- 
BRITT and PieasonTon during the war are 
well known, and are inthe highest degree 
honorable to those officers. Mr. ConneEtxz, 
the new Surveyor, was the Republican 
candidate for Lieutenant-Governor at the 
last State election, and isa young man of 
energy, capacity and integrity. The Dis- 
trict-Attorneyship will probably not be 


‘changed until after the Fullerton trial, 


and the Sub-Treasurer may not be changed 
at all. 


An Important Test Case—What is Mur- 
der in the Second Degree t 

The release from State Prison of score or 
more of persons convicted of murder in the 
second degree, depends upon the decision of 
® case which was argued a day or two since 
before the Court of Appeals. It seems that 
our juries, on many occasions where prison- 
ers have been indicted for murder in the 
first degree, have hesitated to bring in ver- 
dicts of guilty of that offence, for which the 
penalty is capital punishment, but have sat- 
isfied their consciences by convicting of 
murder in the second degree. The ambig- 
uous definitions of the crime of murder and 
manslaughter now on our statute book, suf- 
ficed to insure the of euch di- 
luted verdicts as those in question, the legal- 
ity of which 1s now questioned. 

The matter was taken to the Court of Ap- 
peals by the counsel of WuaiuM Kzerz, 
who was convicted of murder in the second 
degree, before Judge Russet, in 1965, and 
sentenced to the State Prison for life. On 
behalf of the prisoner it was contended that 
though a jury may find a verdict for an of- 
fence of less degree than that set forth in 
the indictment, yet the degree of the offence 


must be generic to that charged. It has al- | 


ready been determined that murder in the 
second degree is to kill without intent while 
the killer is perpetrating « felony other 
than arson; but the indictment against 
Kxere did not contain any such charge, and 
the verdict was therefore illegal. If the jury 
desired to find the prisoner guilty of a 


lighter offence than that of which he was in- | « 


dicted, they ought to have. selected either 
the third or fourth degrees of manslaughter. 


| These being the facts, the absolute discharge 


of Kzzrs from custody is asked for, on the 
ground that under the Constitution of the 
United States no person shall be subjected 
for the same offence to be twice put in jeop- 
ardy of life or limb. 

On behalf of the people, District-Attorney 
Garvin denied the propositions of the coun- 
sel of the plaintiff in error, and the decision 


of the Court was reserved. No matter what } 


the result of this appeal shall be, it is im- 
peratively the duty of'the Legislature to re- | 
vise the Criminal Code of the State, and above 
everything else, to simplify the statutes 
which now bear upon, but do not clearly de- 
fine, the numerous degrees of murder and 
manslaughter. 

—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—— 

The Whisky Tax Law. 


It is earnestly to be hoped that Congress, 
before it adjourns, will make, at least, one’ 


| change in the law relating to distilled spirits; 


that is, to place “compounding” ‘houses un- 


3 der the same restrictions, as to distance from 


distilleries, as apply to praesent he 
_ The existence of these’ “o 


a 





tax-paid; and yet the former differs 
| Particular: from the latter—indeed, the two 
are of the same essential character, and, 
| Were there not fraud in the case of one of 
 ¢hem would have the same market value: 
Facts of this character might be multi- 
plied, as we have remarked, all gomg to 
show the necessity of a change in this por- 
tion of the law. We conceive of no way in 
which Commissioner DELANO can better ad- 
vance the interests of the revenue, and sig- 
nalize his accession to office, than by pres- 


sing this subject on the immediate attention | 


of Congress. And Mr. ScHENCK, to whom 
the country is already largely indebted for 
many of the valuable features of the present 
statate, will add to his well-merited honors 
if he will use his energy and tact in having 
the law amended in. the particular refer- 
red to. 


Offices in the Old Bay State. 

It is a noteworthy circumstance that the 
Republican newspapers of Boston, and, in- 
deed, throughout the State of Massachusetts, 
agree in thinking that there is no possible 
reason why Judge Hoar should retire from 
the Attorney-Generalship, inasmuch as there 
18 no conceivable reason why Massachusetts 
should not have two members of the Cabinet. 
Such unanimity of sentiment is touching, and } « 
eannot fail to command the utmost defer- 
ence and respect. Massachusetts has been 


en. REDS Let . Hb y # . nt 
gencé this’ is 6 rgument in favor 
of the law, but there are assstrong tndtistrtal 
oF3 vai t ite See Ao oe 


the present: apprentice system is nots come ‘years, and. traveled there con- 


j: siderably, he never had the fortune to see am 


this protest against it.. Empleyers can take 
apprentices at such ages ag will not give 


them time to fully learn a trade before be- | 


coming free at t ; and they can 
also dischatge those who afters time 
no aptitude for the trade, thus, in both ways, 

the trade with unskilled. work- 
map oe Geeno he ageepeatiion Pe ela sae 
chanics. 

The “ Conspiracy law,” hy ssl loberene 
are prohibited from forming combinations 
to regulate the price of the only commodity 
which they have to sell, ought never to have | 
been enacted; it is as much a disgrace to 
this age as the Blue Laws of Connecticut 
would be. 

The “ Lien law” is not a just one, since it 
discriminates against labor in favor of cap- 
ital. If a manufacturer fails, it is the Banker 
who furnishes the capital, and the Agricul- 
turist.or Miner who furnishes the material, 
who are protected as creditors. before the 
mechanic, whose skill gives capital and ma- 
terial their value, is secured in the amount 


in the habit for several years of having sev- | 


eral members of the Cabinet, an indefinite 


number of foreign Missions and as:many: 


Consulships, &., &., as she could pick up; 
and we don’t know that the country has 
been the worse off on that account. 

The same reasons which have hitherto 
given Massachusetts so many high offices will 
probably continue to give her two members 
of the Cabinet now,—namely, the excellent 
character and high ability of the men them- 
selves. The public judgment recognises this 
as after all the best pbesible test for high 
office, and is quite willing to make claims of 
locality, State interest, &c., wholly secon} 
ary to it. And'in the two 1 of the 
present Cabinet who come 
setts, the country feels that it has as thor- 
oughly good and valuable officials as could 
be fouhd anywhere. Mr. Bourwzi was 
well known from the outeet as one of the 
ablest, purest and best of our public men ; 
and Judge Hoak, who had Been less in the 
public eye, is rapidly vindtesting the emi- 
nent propriety of his selection for Attorney- 
General. He is an able lawyer, a man of 


ent position for a judicial office. 
en 


The Werkingmen’s Revolution. 
The demonstration of the workingmen at 


Cooper Institate on Tuesday evening was 


the first startling incident of s revolution 
whieh has He Dame seettlg, bak When te 


elcish de: Rechdiatane a plan, for the 


"pt peal aih lt 
one for itself. 


The most important feature of the pro- 
ceedings, and the most significant point in 
the resolutiohs of the meeting, is the clear 
enunciation of the antagonism of Labor and 
Capital, and the declaration that the former 
cannot, or at least does not, receive its just 
and equitable share of the joint profits’ of 
both, and that every day its share is grow- 
ing less. Here is the principle involved; it 
is this fact which is the impulse of the move- 
ment, the incentive to action, the spirit of 
the revolution; and its enunciation in this 
manner is simply the open declaratign of 
war. It is not a new cause of # new dissen- 
sion, for both cause and its sequence are old 
ones, merely reproducing themaelves in « 
new form. The. battle is one which has |’ 
been often fought before; but the war will 
‘be conducted under a new aystem this time, 
and to a more definite conclusion. 

In the first of the series of papers on “ Our 
Working Classes,” we gave an account of 
the means by which capital was concentrat- 
ing in the hands of the few, how large indus- 
tries were swallowing up the smaller ones, 
and how in manufactures great and domi- 
‘neering corporations were being established. 
In the last one of that series, published on the 


28d inst., we gave the othér side of the picture | 


in an account of the labor organizations in- 


| tended to counteract the tendency of capi- 
| tal to the consolidation of the manufactur- 


ing interests, We shall watch with increas- 


| ed interest and chronicle in fallér detail. 


than ever the future movements of this revo- 


Intion, which ia to 80 seriously affect, all in- 


dustrial intereste and alter the Te- 
lations of the Capitalists and Laborers of 


America. 
enemas 


MINOR TOPICS. 


(a 

The President sent to the Senate yesterday 
large number of nominations. The high per 
sorial character of the gentlemen thus far nom- 
agreeable feature of the. list, and, offers the best 
guarantee for the carrying out’ éf the policy 
Which Gaayr has announced, , 


 smenig a habia taal os Ot ean 
yesterday was that ot Epwarp L. Plums as 


Consul-General President 
qeaad bd -puinil Avy mond pete Ue 


dog! to-be seen? It seems that our State 
has offered ® premium for the 
; but, though the anxious inquirer 


who writes to the Tras on the subject has lived 


‘@nimal of the Kind. We hope that some of the 
fanciers of the hairless species will enlighten 
“FaaeKwei” om thie interesting question. — 
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port,—though the price demanded for those im 


the market is rather high,—how ‘would the Eng- 


‘lish like to cede us Jamaica in part payment for 
the Alabomaclaims? This island, once so rich, 
productive and prosperous, is now of little value 
to the English. It neither adds to their power 
Ror aids their revenue; but, on the contrary, is a 
‘cause of expense to them in time of peace, and 
‘would bea cause of trouble to them in case of 
‘war. What would they think of tendering it to 
us asa peace offering! — 


The Secretary. of the Navy has sent a let- 
ter to. Congress requesting the repeal of the 
eight-hour law, and alleging that a far greater 
amount of work would be done under the old 

The a } 
argued that as much work would be done in 
eight as in ten hours; but this assertion has not 
been borne out by experience,—at ‘least :in the 
service of the Government. 


The Virginia papers are complaining of 
the appointment of Mrs. Van Lew to be Post- 
master of RICHMOND, because she was a Union 
® | spy during the rebellion. The appointment, they 
‘say, was iritended as an insult to the people of 
Richmoné “and the South. This is ridiculous. 
‘We have no doubt that Mrs. Van Lew rendered 
essential service to the Union cause during the 


War, or that this fact was the reason of her ap- 


péintment. But that is not a good ground of 
objection on the part of the Southern Press. Gen- 
eral Grant has one of the most ener- 
getic and devoted of the rebel Generals to a Gev- 
ernment office ;—and we certamly think a simi 
lar favor to one who sustained the Union cause 
ought not to be regarded with suspicion. We de 
not think General Grant sought by this oraay 
other appointment to placate the distinctly and 
persistently rebel sentiment of the South: yet 
the protest comes almost entirely from that quar- 
ter. 


‘Unsettled bounty claims, to the extent of 
95,000,000, are filed with the Second Auditor ef 
the Treasury Department. This immepse sum 
ought to fall into the hands of the poor soldiers, 
and not into the insatiable maw of the claim 

These latter are after it hungrily, in 
of the recent exposure of their 

‘the Courts: It the 
check the designs of the swindlers by throwing 
around the soldiers the protection of its power. 
The payment of bounties hitherto has been con- 
Gucted so loosely that designing men have had 
little difficulty in defrauding their unsuspecting 
victims. The Ladies’ Union Relief Association, 


of this City, has taken this matter in hand, and 


has sent an agent to Washington to show how 


‘the rights of the soldiers may best be secured. 


|Our Board: of Supervisors are said to have 


paid from $11 to ¢14 a ton for Goal during the ~ 


Fall and Winter.just passed. The Board of Edu- 


cation contracted in April last for the supply of 
eoal for our City schools at $5 29 per ton, (gross 
\weight, 2,240 pounds.) This enormous difference 


im the cost of fuel between the two departments’ 


of the Municipal Government proves either that 


the Supervisors are dishonest or that they are 


deficient tn ordinary business capacity. Which 


horn of this dilemma will they hang upon! No 
matter which they choose, they: ought to be 
ousted from office. 


If Congress has any intention of passing 
General Banxs’ resolution extending a pro- 
tectorate over Hayti, it ought first to. 


‘President Grant to raise fifty thousand 


teers and borrow one or two hundred millions of 
dollars. The whole island is in a constant state 
of war, and the whole population are perpetually’ 
engaged in fighting. A protectorate would in- 
volve our maintaining peace and order through- 
Uf the island, and those who know the wild and 
savage ‘and habits of the population, and 
the peculiar , geographical conformation of the 
country, will easily understand the size and cost 
Gf the army that would be required to maintain 
‘guthority. Itis all very fine to talk about 
trees and tropical estates; but when we > 

come to find out that our 
kept fighting the Cacos guerrillas in the interior, 
and dying of plagues and fevers 
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